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Delilah Dirk and the Turkish Lieutenant by Tony Cliff 
Lovable ne'er-do-well Delilah is an Indiana Jones for the 19th century. She has traveled to Japan, 
Indonesia, France, and even the New World. Using the skills she's picked up on the way, Delilah's 
adventures continue as she plots to rob a rich and corrupt Sultan in Constantinople. With the aid of 
her flying boat and her newfound friend, Selim, she evades the Sultan's guards, leaves angry pirates 
in the dust, and fights her way through the countryside.   

Pilfer Academy by Lauren Magaziner 
George has never heard of Pilfer Academy, a top-secret school for cultivating young crooks, until he's 
kidnapped as its newest student. Between disguise classes, cracking safes, and DIY gadgets, George 
becomes an expert bandit and finds true friendship with Tabitha, his new partner-in-crime. Then 
George comes to a shocking realization—He is just too good-hearted to be a thief! In order to gain 
their freedom, George and Tabitha must pull off the biggest heist the school has ever seen. 

Invictus by Ryan Graudin 
The son of a time traveler from 2354 AD and a gladiator living in ancient Rome, Farway's very 
existence defies the laws of nature. All he's ever wanted was to explore history for himself, but after 
failing his entrance exam, Far will have to settle for a position on the black market—captaining a time-
traveling crew to steal valuables from the past. During a routine heist on the sinking Titanic, Far meets 
Eliot who always seems to be one step ahead of him. Knowing that history is not as steady as it seems, 
she leads Far and his team on a race through time to set things right before the clock runs out. 

Who in the World is Carmen Sandiego? by Rebecca Tinker 
A skilled thief on a mysterious mission, Carmen Sandiego is endlessly pursued by ACME and Interpol. 
But the woman in the red fedora is always one step ahead! In this novelization, based on the Netflix 
animated series, Carmen shares her own backstory for the first time ever. Now it's time to find out—
just who is this infamous and elusive globe-trotting criminal?   

Dance of Thieves by Mary Pearson 
When the patriarch of the Ballenger empire dies, his son, Jase, becomes its new leader. Even nearby 
kingdoms bow to the strength of this outlaw family—but a new era looms on the horizon, set in motion 
by a young queen—making her the target of the dynasty's resentment and anger. At the same time, 
Kazi, a legendary former street thief, is sent by the queen to investigate transgressions against the new 
settlements. When Kazi arrives in the forbidding land of the Ballengers, she learns that there is more to 
Jase than she thought. But even as unexpected events spiral out of their control and bring them closer 
together, the two engage in a game of cat and mouse in order to fulfill their own secret missions.   

Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo 
Ketterdam is a place where anything can be had for the right price—and no one knows that better  
than criminal prodigy Kaz Brekker. But when he’s offered a chance at a deadly, impossible heist that 
could make him very rich, he knows he can't pull it off alone. Kaz's crew of six dangerous outcasts is the 
only thing that might stand between the world and destruction—if they don't kill each other first. 
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Loot: How to Steal a Fortune by Jude Watson 
The last thing March’s father, a notorious cat burglar, said to him before he died was: "Find jewels." 
But he wasn’t talking about a stash of loot—he was talking about Jules, the twin sister March never 
knew he had. Almost as soon as they find each other, they're picked up by the police and sent to the 
world's worst orphanage—but March and Jules have no intention of staying put. They know their 
father's business inside and out, and they're tired of being pushed around. Just one good heist, and 
they'll live the life of riches and freedom most kids only dream about.  

2023-05 



                305 S. Ardmore Avenue ∙ Villa Park, IL 60181 ∙ (630) 834-1164 ∙ www.vppl.info       

YF ROB 
800L 

JF SAL  
850L 

YF TRI  
950L 

YF CAJ  
NA 

The Girl at Midnight by Melissa Grey 
Echo is a runaway pickpocket who survives by selling stolen treasures on the black market. The Avicen, 
an ancient and magical race of people hidden beneath the streets of New York City, are the only family 
she's ever known. Yet when a centuries-old war reaches the borders of her home, she decides it's time 
to act. Legend says the conflict will end if she can find the Firebird—a mythical entity believed to possess 
powers unlike any the world has ever seen. But some jobs aren't as straightforward as they seem… and 
this one just might set the world on fire. 

Lawless by Jeffrey Salane 
Without her knowledge, M Freeman's years of homeschooling have doubled as training to follow in her 
father's footsteps as a star pupil of the Lawless School— a prestigious and secretive academy for the 
children of criminal masterminds. As she navigates different criminal cliques, M finds that she stands 
out—so much so that she's invited to join the secret society of Masters. But when her initiation takes 
her off campus for a real-world art heist, M realizes she's become a pawn in a deadly game between 
Lawless and its law-abiding rivals, the Fulbrights. Is she on the wrong side of the law after all? 

Accidental Highwayman by Ben Tripp 
Christopher "Kit" Bristol is the unwitting servant of notorious highwayman Whistling Jack. One night, Kit 
finds his master bleeding from a mortal wound, dons the man's cloak to seek help, and is catapulted into 
a world of magic and wonder he had thought was only the stuff of fairy tales. Bound by magical law, Kit 
takes up his master's quest to rescue a rebellious fairy princess from an arranged marriage to King George 
III of England. But his task is not an easy one, for Kit must contend with the feisty Princess Morgana, 
gobling attacks, and a magical map that portends his destiny: as a hanged man upon the gallows. 

Goldeline by Jimmy Cajoleas 
In the wild, free woods of the Hinterlands, Goldeline travels from camp to camp with Gruff and his 
bandits—getting by on things they steal from carriages passing through the woods. But someone is after 
Goldeline. It’s the same man who convinced overzealous Townies that her mother was a witch and who 
wants to cleanse the Hinterlands of anyone who’s different… and he’s beginning to suspect that 
Goldeline might be a witch, too. Now Goldeline must summon all the courage and magic she inherited 
from her momma to escape her pursuers, save her friends, and maybe even find a place to call home. 
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Will in Scarlet by Matthew Cody 
Will Shackley is the son of a lord. He's led a charmed, protected life and is the head of Shackley House 
while his father is away on the Third Crusade with King Richard the Lionheart. But with King Richard's 
absence, the winds of treason are blowing across England, and soon Shackley House becomes caught 
up in a dangerous power struggle that drives Will out of the only home he's ever known. Alone, he 
flees into the dangerous Sherwood Forest, where he joins an elusive gang of bandits—and becomes a 
legend. 

The Forest Queen by Betsy Cornwell 
When sixteen-year-old Silvie's brother takes over management of their family's vast estates, she 
feels powerless to stop his abuse of the local commoners. Her dearest friend asks her to run away to 
the woods with him, and soon a host of other villagers join them. Together, they form their own 
community and fight to right the wrongs perpetrated by the king and his noblemen.  
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Hostage by Willo Davis Roberts 
Sixth-grader Kaci Drummond longs for excitement and to be noticed, like her sister is for dancing, or 
her brother for playing the piano. Shortly after her family moves to a new house, Kaci returns home 
in the middle of the school day and interrupts a burglary. The robbers kidnap her, and when a nosy 
neighbor suspects that something is wrong and tries to help, they take her as well. Kaci quickly 
discovers that the elderly woman not only has some good ideas, but also helps them both to keep 
up their courage. Can the two hostages band together to escape their captors? 
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