153 / General Policies

Library Service to Youth

Every child should have available a free public library which provides materials,
resources, and reader guidance to meet informational, educational, and recreational

needs.

The Villa Park Public Library is committed to library service which will:

Facilitate the right of every young person to information, literacy, cultural
development, lifelong learning, and creative programs.

Share, extend, and cultivate the enjoyment of reading as a voluntary,
individual pursuit.

Provide youth with access and guidance to a wide range of appropriate
resources and media.

Treat questions and requests impartially, confidentially, professionally, and
without judgment.

Encourage youth to become confident, competent, and informed individuals
and citizens.

Help youth develop digital media information literacy skills.

Provide cultural and recreational programming oriented towards reading and
literacy.

Provide various activities for youth, families, and caregivers.

Provide youth-focused spaces designed for the use of babies, children, teens,
and their families/caregivers, and for others looking to use materials housed
in these areas. Other adults may be asked to relocate to a different area of
the library, depending on circumstances.

Address barriers to access and resources for young persons, and to advocate
for their freedom and safety.

Serve as a social force in the community together with other agencies
concerned with the welfare of youth.

Provide resources and services to all youth and their families/caregivers in
the community, including those who are marginalized and disadvantaged.
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